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reached my point next day early. It was the top of a high hill, from whence I was to descend into Glenmalure. It was with much difficulty that two 6-pounders and the baggage were brought up. I saw no appearance of the enemy. The ground except the road was everywhere a bog. The day was wet and very cold, and the ravine before me such as to enable a very few people, without risk to themselves, to stop my progress. I saw no use in remaining till next day in such a situation. I therefore determined to get through the glen before intelligence was conveyed of my situation and a force assembled to obstruct me.
My first intention was to have marched at night; but as we had succeeded in getting up the cannon and baggage, and the men had eaten and were refreshed, I set out at 6 P.M. It was eleven at night before I reached the end of the glen. I saw at nightfall a few people above me. I believe they were the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who had left their houses. Two shots were fired at the column. In the morning I sent to General Lake a report of my situation, with the reasons which had induced me, contrary to the arrangements fixed upon, to move at night instead of waiting till the morning. He soon afterwards came up, and I went with him to Seven Churches, where we met Lord Huntley and Colonel Campbell, who had been equally unsuccessful in their search after the rebels. It was here determined that the whole should march to Blessington and attack Blackymoor Hill and Whelp Rock, whither, according to report, the rebels had retired. I had marched with little baggage. The two guns were now directed to join General Lake, who was to march by the highroad, whilst I returned by the mountain by which I had come. I returned immediately to my column, which I had left at Ballybog. At 2 P.M. we were in movement. We saw some few people on the mountain above us as we ascended through the glen. They offered no opposition.
It had rained much for two days. We had no tents. On the mountain it poured. We however passed over it, and lay for the night in the Glen of Imall. Next day we